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Your weekly update of the key topics making the headlines.

Based around the seven characteristics of the Good Employment Charter

11 MAY - 15 MAY 2026

SECURE WORK

Algorithms of Exploitation - Human Rights Watch
Human Rights Watch

The multimedia report, “Algorithms of Exploitation: Rights Abuses in ... Human Rights Watch interviewed dozens of platform
workers in the United Kingdom ...

FLEXIBLE WORK

Experts call for UK four-day week as study links long work hours to obesity - The Guardian
The Guardian

Reducing annual working hours by 1% was associated with a 0.16% decrease in obesity rates. The authors concluded that lack of
time for exercise ...

Germany's working time reform: long-awaited draft bill expected in June 2026
Addleshaw Goddard LLP

For employers with staff in Germany, this could have significant practical implications for time recording systems, flexible working
models, works ...

New working hub planned for Millom library building
GOV.UK
A new office hub in Millom has started to take shape.

PAY

From fringe issue to the heart of politics: the UK Living Wage campaign marks 25 years of

sSuccess
The Guardian

... employer, the Department for Business and Trade. It is a particularly symbolic victory, because one of the campaign's more high-
profile actions ...

300 culture sector figures sign open letter calling for basic income for Scotland's artists
The Scotsman

He said: “The Scottish Government boasts constantly about its artistic and cultural activities and yet the vast majority of artists living
and working ...

Pay check: The minimum wage in British cities
Centre for Cities
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The recent rise in the National Living Wage (NLW) puts the UK's wage floor among the highest in the OECD. While widely
recognised for raising the.

Italy introduces 'fair pay' framework and new rules on platform work - DLA Piper GENIE
DLA Piper GENIE

The decree introduces the concept of a 'fair wage', identified by reference to collective agreements concluded by the most
representative social ...

Equal pay: Tesco's appeal over job assessment method fails - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

Lawyers representing Tesco workers welcome Court of Appeal ruling on how tribunals should assess value of roles in equal pay
litigation.

Nestlé agrees 3.9% pay rise for 1200 employees
Employee Benefits

Nestlé was contacted for comment prior to publication. The benefits offered by Nestlé UK and Ireland include a range of health and
wellbeing ...

ENGAGEMENT AND VOICE

Durham Pride and Equity sign landmark union agreement

Equity

The Durham Pride agreement, the Manchester Pride agreement, and all of ... “This agreement with Durham Pride UK is a
recognition of the ...

Google Al workers vote to unionise in a bid to resist military contracts - IER
IER

Google UK recently received a letter from Unite and the Communications Workers Union requesting recognition for Google
DeepMind UK employees. We have ...

Bectu calls for government intervention in Paramount—WBD merger
ibc.org

... workforce, particularly freelancers, and urged ministers to intervene to protect plurality in UK media ownership. 3. Bectu.jpg
Bectu calls for ...

Support the profession by completing the Diagnostic Workforce Census | SoR
Society of Radiographers

Radiotherapy Managers UK Radiotherapy Service Managers Group. ... The SoR is inviting diagnostic radiology service managers
to complete the 2026 ...

Senior doctors in England balloted for industrial action - BMA media centre
BMA

The BMA's SAS committee is calling for improvements to career progression and opportunities for SAS doctors so they can offer
their full potential to ...

Teachers threatening autumn strike action over pay - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

HR Manager - Operations. Hays Human Resources. Bristol, England; £45000.0 - £50000.0 per annum + Up to £50k pa + Benefits.

Prison officers warn of 'grotesque' lawsuit for right to strike - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

Before writing about HR and employment he ran news and feature desks on publications serving the global optical and eyewear
market, the UK electrical ...
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H&M unions strengthen collaboration with global alliance gathering
UNI Global Union

There is a real hunger to push collective bargaining forward at H&M stores and warehouses, and a shared commitment to
strengthen our global agreement ...

Meta Staff Stage Protest Over Mouse-Tracking Software In US Offices - Arise News

Arise News
For months, Meta employees had expressed frustration on internal platforms and online forums ... In the United Kingdom, Meta
employees had also ...

Hundreds of Greater Manchester bus drivers balloted over strike - BBC News
BBC

Unite says Go North West pays its drivers less than other Bee Network operators in Greater Manchester ... Business - Tech -
Science - Entertainment & ...

RECRUITMENT

Police force launches pilot Al apprenticeship scheme - Emergency Services Times
Emergency Services Times

“From creating simple Al tools to support everyday tasks such as ... tool in the toolbox for our people — both now and moving
forward. “By ...

Increase in use of temporary workers as Iran war fears grip UK hiring - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

... employment costs as key factors. Regional trends were mixed. Permanent placements fell sharply across the Midlands and
southern England, while ...

The Growth Company appointed to deliver youth employment programme across Greater ...
Marketing Stockport

The Growth Company appointed to deliver youth employment programme across Greater Manchester ... The Growth Company has
been awarded the contract to ...

Educate North Award win for groundbreaking Airport Skills partnership
Manchester Airport Media Centre

... employer collaboration and a commitment to inclusive growth across Greater Manchester. ... Email:
press.office@manairport.co.uk. This numberis ...

More than 160k jobs to go due to Iran war impact - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

Flexible working - Legal timetable - Maternity & paternity - Shared ... The economists predict a 0.4% decline in UK employment
overall this ...

NHS bank staff 'at least as expensive' as using agency workers - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

An NHS “bank” refers to a temporary staffing pool of healthcare workers (nurses, doctors, admin, etc) who take flexible shifts on an
as-needed basis ...

East Lothian pupils attend construction career programme
East Lothian Courier

More than 225,000 additional workers will be needed across the UK by the middle of the decade, according to industry estimates.
Initiatives like ...

Solera cap hpi joins Empowering Auto UK as founding member - Motor Trade News
Motor Trade News
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Crucial reading for both the franchise and non-franchise UK dealer network with daily emails circulating to senior managers and
staff in the UK.

Young farmers offered behind-the-scenes access to top agri businesses - FarmingUK News
FarmingUK

Young farmers and agri-professionals are being offered the chance to gain behind-the-scenes access to some of the UK's most
innovative ...

New Skills Passport Set to Strengthen Hospitality Talent Pipeline

Liverpool City Region Destination Partnership
A new Hospitality Skills Passport is set to support recruitment across the Liverpool City Region, offering a practical solution to
ongoing ...

600 jobs promised as Marks & Spencer buys warehouse in Staffordshire from Asos
Express and Star
M&S said it would employ 600 workers at the 437000 square foot site in Lichfield when it opens next year

DRPG expands work experience programme to support the next generation of creative talent
Event Industry News

Recruitment News - Sporting Events - Sustainability News - Technology News ... UK Music Calls on Prime Minister to Use King's
Speech to Honour ...

11KBW and 39 Essex Chambers join forces to expand scholarship for Black aspiring barristers
Legal Cheek

PASS, Bridging the Bar, COMBAR mentoring scheme etc etc etc etc. -1. Reply. S wills. 11 hours ago. What about British Black
born recipients?

Denbighshire Employers Invited to Participate in Inclusive Employers Pilot
Business News Wales

“This pilot is about more than recruitment; it is about creating a stronger, fairer local economy. ... uk by Friday, 29 May 2026.
Podcast

New nursing apprenticeship opportunities to open up across the North West - NHS England
NHS England

“This funding will help employers across our region create more opportunities for talented people from all backgrounds to join
nursing, while ...

Hopes for 5,000 North East jobs in Al are the 'absolute minimum’, regional leader says
Business Live

Yesterday's meeting also heard from Will Bushby, ventures lead at Sovereign Al, the new body that has been set up to invest in UK
Al companies in an ...

Refugee medics get insight into UK careers as GMC joins forces with the Refugee Council
GMC

'At the Refugee Council, we are proud to support refugee doctors and other health professionals to find work in the NHS through
our Building Bridges ...

Young people offered front-line look at emergency services and aviation - Yahoo News UK
Yahoo News UK

An aviation company is offering the experience as part of a hands-on careers event, designed to bridge the gap between education
and employment. Saxon ...

SHEIN creates 450 jobs with new West Midlands logistics hub | Insider Media

Insider Media
... jobs. The Cannock facility, totalling approximately 376,000 sq ft, brings the total number of logistics jobs supported by SHEIN in
the UK to 1,000.
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PEOPLE MANAGEMENT

Cloudflare lays off 1,100 workers as Al redundancies bite - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

HR Business Partner. Ashley Kate HR. London, England ; Head of People Partnering - University of Brighton. Brighton - City
Campus, Moulsecoomb and ...

UK FCA announces new joint regulatory taskforce to tackle poor practice in motor finance claims
JD Supra

Labor & Employment - Finance & Banking ... UK FCA announces new joint regulatory taskforce to tackle poor practice in motor
finance claims.

A&O Shearman to cut business services roles in London - Legal Cheek
Legal Cheek

The international giant confirmed the job cuts following reports that redundancies were being made in its London office. While the
firm has not ...

Innovate UK launch Battery Skills Initiatives - MEM Magazine
MEM Magazine

Water Management - Waste Management - Environmental - EV & Fuel Cells ... people industry needs across the entire value
chain. We are especially ...

Basingstoke entrepreneur Lucy Wilson has launched MAIA Pilot
Basingstoke Gazette

A new workplace pilot programme is helping businesses better support mothers through pregnancy and early parenthood. ...
uk/maia-pilot-2026-for- ...

Robots to tackle 100,000 jobs shortfall in UK food factories, says OAL - Business Weekly

Business Weekly
Leading robotics and automation specialist, OAL — headquartered in Peterborough — has secured a £5 million Innovation Loan from
Innovate UK to ...

Ogilvie Fleet launches Future Leaders Programme to invest in next generation of talent
Fleet World

The new scheme shows its continued investment in employee development, retention and long-term career progression. ... UK
posted on May 7, 2026 ...

One in seven workers experience 'clear violation' of rights - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

Latest HR job opportunities on Personnel Today ; HR Adviser - AMRC (Association of Medical Research Charities). London
(Central), London (Greater) ; HR ...

New report highlights water management skills gap across Marches - Shropshire Star
Shropshire Star

The UK is planning major workforce growth, with around 50,000 new recruits needed by 2030, including thousands of apprentices.
Despite this, our ...

Paul van Dyk launches new mentorship programme for emerging producers - Skiddle
Skiddle

Paul van Dyk has launched VANDIT Next Generation, a new mentorship scheme offering emerging producers feedback, guidance
and release ...

RIBA calls for new legislation to tighten building sign off rules - PBC Today
PBC Today

... HR & Skills - Projects - People - Videos - Stakeholders - Publications ... Therefore, the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA)
is calling for ...
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Amazon employees 'inflate Al usage' numbers with unnecessary tasks - Retail Systems
Retail Systems

The retail giant has started to roll out its internal MeshClaw Al in recent weeks, allowing users to create agents that connect to
workplace ...

University of Nottingham proposes restructure affecting nearly 2,700 staff | TheBusinessDesk.com
The Business Desk

Nearly 2,700 staff at the University of Nottingham have been placed at risk of redundancy as the institution moves ahead with a
major cost-cutting and ...

Cooper Parry targets more women at senior level through new finance leadership partnership
The Business Desk

The deal builds on Cooper Parry's wider diversity and inclusion strategy, with the firm already signed up to HM Treasury's Women
in Finance Charter.

Warwickshire County Council removes 'great employer' pledge from new council plan
Coventry Telegraph

Reform UK-led council has removed the commitment to "being a great employer" from its draft Council Plan, replacing it with
"delivering ...

The Best Places to Work in Hospitality 2026 in depth - InDepth - The Caterer

The Caterer
... people,” said a management insider. “The impact has been significant ... Troo Hospitality. In a nutshell An innovative UK hotel
management ...

'We are making clear, strategic investments': Cisco cuts 4,000 jobs, even as Al orders surge
MSN

Cisco will be making 4,000 workers redundant very soon - Last quarter the company posted a "record" 12% growth in revenue -
Investors seem happy with

Al, open code and vulnerability risk in the public sector - GOV.UK
GOV.UK

Some examples of this are the Al Security Institute frontier Al trends report, December 2025; and the AlSI Work Blog, Our
evaluation of Claude Mythos ...

Pride in Property returns for 2026
Property Industry Eye

Pride in Property will return in 2026, bringing together property businesses and industry professionals in support of LGBTQIA+
inclusion across the ...

Ageas UK to make job cuts after review of organisational structure | Insurance Times
Insurance Times

What it means for staff. Colleagues affected by the changes will have access to reskilling and career development opportunities,
retraining and ...

King’s Lynn firm first to sign new firefighters’ charter
Local Free News

A King’s Lynn employer has become the first company to sign up to a new Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service scheme supporting on-
call firefighters.

LinkedIn to cut 5% of workforce - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

HR Adviser. Premium job. AMRC (Association of Medical Research Charities) - HR Business Partner. Ashley Kate HR. London,
England - HR Operations Manager.
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GMC helps shape UK-wide regulator commitment to tackling racism in health and social care
GMC

Leadership and management ... "There is no place for racism in healthcare, yet we know that for too many people it remains part of
their everyday ...

HEALTH AND WELLBEING

Next Looking Glass mental health survey launched - Televisual
Televisual

Now in its fifth iteration, the Looking Glass Survey is the UK's ... workplace wellbeing. Talking about the ambition for the 2026
edition of ...

Toothfairy receives approval for workplace dental screenings - Corporate Adviser
Corporate Adviser

... employee benefits and health strategies. The provider is now open to interest from employers, HR teams and benefits managers
looking to introduce ...

HSE acts to curb silicosis risk from stone cutting - Personnel Today
Personnel Today

Health & Safety ExecutiveHealth and safetyOccupational HealthLatest NewsRespiratory ... We're looking for an experienced
Employee Relations ...

Drinks Trust launches new mental health support campaign
The Drinks Business

The campaign arrives only months after drinks industry research revealed wider concerns around workplace culture and employee
wellbeing. As ...

EuroGames Cardiff 2027 becomes first UK signatory of LGBTQ-inclusive sports charter
Sports Media LGBT+

The next edition of Europe's largest multisports event for LGBTQ athletes and allies has made a strong commitment to greater
LGBTQ inclusion; ...

CITB funding helps launch suicide prevention training programme - Edinburgh News
Edinburgh News

The programme, from Barratt and David Wilson Homes North Scotland and Scottish Action for Mental Health, aims to prevent
further loss of life ...

Movera launches Mental Health Ambassador network to boost colleague wellbeing
The Intermediary

All ambassadors have completed accredited Mental Health First Aider training through MHFA England. ... workplace or in our day-
to-day lives ...

UK's largest independent gambling harms research centre launches | Innovate UK - WiredGov
WiredGov

The centre, a UKRI investment funded through the government's Gambling Levy, will direct world-leading research on how to tackle
and prevent ...

GENERAL

Government steps up action to strengthen cyber defences as UK cyber industry continues to grow
GOV.UK
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Cyber security is now fundamental to economic growth, job creation and the resilience of the services people rely on every day.
The UK has a world- ...

New guidance to help public authorities handle Al-generated FOI requests | UKAuthority
UKAuthority

Robot with many hands using digital devices at workplace desk office ... Deborah Clark, upstream regulation manager at the ICO,
said: “Fol practitioners ...

Manchester set to benefit from new services - Rail Professional
Rail Professional

... businesses that keep Greater Manchester going 24 hours a day. “By improving overnight connections to Manchester Airport,
we're making rail a more ...

Working Lives: the scale and nature of labour market non-compliance and other work-based ...
GOV.UK

That equates to an estimated 26.6 to 28.7 million workers in the UK affected. The table indicates the legal status of the practices
involved and where ...

Manchester Games Network launches - BusinessCloud
BusinessCloud

Manchester Games Network, a new business organisation, has launched today to strengthen Greater Manchester's international
reputation in the games

King's Speech to build a stronger and fairer Britain - GOV.UK
GOV.UK

New laws reflect big challenges country faces and bolsters UK's economic, energy and national security ... work and investing £2.5
billionin a ...

Organisations Urged to Sign Cyber Resilience Pledge - Business News Wales
Business News Wales

require Cyber Essentials certification across their supply chains — the UK government-backed cyber security standard that blocks
the most common cyber ...

UK Social Enterprise Awards set for November in Manchester - Co-operative News
Co-operative News

UK Social Enterprise Awards 2026 are being held in Manchester on 2 November, at New Century Hall at the heart of the city's co-
op quarter.

Manchester to host major new film & TV industry event to champion northern talent
Invest in Manchester

11 US companies have chosen Greater Manchester for their UK operations in just the last 12 months The investment has created
795 jobs and £42.6 ...
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ABOUT THE GREATER MANCHESTER GOOD EMPLOYMENT CHARTER

The Greater Manchester Good Employment Charter is a voluntary membership and assessment scheme
which has been created to improve employment standards across all GM employers, regardless of size,

sector or geography. Organisations within the private, public and third sectors are welcome to join the
movement.

CONTACT US AT: SUPPORTED BY:

GREATER ANDY BURNHAM
G M CA MANCHESTER MAYOR OF

COMBINED GREATER

AUTHORITY MANCHESTER
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